
WORSHIP GUIDE: SUNDAY AM - September 17th, 2023 - 10:15am 
Devotion to Christ 

Welcome: [Pastor Bernie] 
 

• Deacon Care Groups today 
• Passage focus today: Philippians 1:18b-26 – This passage gives us insight into Paul’s 

internal conflict between two good things: desiring to be with Christ, and remaining to 
serve Christ. We should both desire to be with Christ and continue steadfastly in labor 
for the gospel.  

• Service flow: 
o Yearn for Christ 
o Live for Christ  

 
YEARN FOR CHRIST 
 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 84 - Yearning for a home with God 
 

84 How lovely is your dwelling place, 
    O Lord of hosts! 
2 My soul longs, yes, faints 
    for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy 
    to the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 
    and the swallow a nest for herself, 
    where she may lay her young, 
at your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
    my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, 
    ever singing your praise! Selah 
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
    in whose heart are the highways to Zion.[b] 
6 As they go through the Valley of Baca 
    they make it a place of springs; 
    the early rain also covers it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength; 
    each one appears before God in Zion. 
8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
    give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 
9 Behold our shield, O God; 
    look on the face of your anointed! 
10 For a day in your courts is better 
    than a thousand elsewhere. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+84&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15265b


    than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
    the Lord bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does he withhold 
    from those who walk uprightly. 
12 O Lord of hosts, 
    blessed is the one who trusts in you! 

 
Congregational Song: Come Christians Join to Sing [Sing all 3 stanzas] 
 

Come, Christians, join to sing 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King; 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice, 
Before His throne rejoice; 
Praise is His gracious choice. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Come, lift your hearts on high, 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; 
Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our Guide and Friend; 
To us He’ll condescend; 
His love shall never end. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Praise yet our Christ again, 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain; 
Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore, 
His goodness we’ll adore, 
Singing forevermore, 
“Alleluia! Amen!” 

 
Congregational Song: O God My Joy [Sing all 3 stanzas] 
 

O God, my joy, You reign above 
In radiant splendor and beauty. 
Your Word has drawn my heart to love 
The awesome sight of Your glory. 
Your blazing light and gospel grace 
Shine brightly from my Savior’s face. 



No other wonder would I see 
Than Christ enthroned in His glory! 
 
Sustained by joy in trial and pain, 
I trust Your wisdom and mercy. 
Through suff’ring that Your love ordains, 
More like Your Son You will make me. 
For Christ embraced the cross of shame, 
Beholding glorious joys to come. 
O give me faith like His to see 
That suff’ring lifts me to glory! 
 
Compelled by joy, I fight the sin 
That turns my gaze from Your glory. 
Your Holy Spirit dwells within; 
His presence arms me for vict’ry. 
Let death and hell against me rise; 
Through death I’ll gain eternal joys. 
All pow’rs of hell will bend the knee 
Before my great King of Glory! 

 
Solo: There is a Higher Throne [Richard Joseph] 
 

There is a higher throne 
Than all this world has known, 
Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue 
Will one day come. 
Before the Son we'll stand, 
Made faultless through the Lamb; 
Believing hearts find promised grace— 
Salvation comes. 
 
Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund'rous anthem rings 
Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies. 
Their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, pow'r, 
Strength, thanks, and honor are 
To God our King, who reigns on high 
Forevermore. 
 
And there we'll find our home, 
Our life before the throne; 
We'll honor Him in perfect song 
Where we belong. 
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye 



As thirst and hunger die. 
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; 
We'll reign with Him. 
 
Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund'rous anthem rings 
Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies. 
Their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, pow'r, 
Strength, thanks, and honor are 
To God our King, who reigns on high 
Forevermore, forevermore 
 
All glory to God, our King. 
Forevermore.  

 
LIVE FOR CHRIST 
 
Scripture – Philippians 1:18b-26 [Pastor Steve] 
 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation 
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 
Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 

Prayer – To both yearn for Christ and live for Christ [Pastor Steve]  
 
Congregational Song: Yet Not I, but Through Christ in me [Sing all stanzas] 
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 



For by my side, the Savior He will stay 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
 

Congregational Song: Christ our Hope in Life and Death [Sing all 3 stanzas] 
 

What is our hope in life and death?  
Christ alone, Christ alone.  
What is our only confidence?  
That our souls to Him belong. 
 
Who holds our days within His hand?  
What comes, apart from His command?  
And what will keep us to the end?  
The love of Christ, in which we stand. 
 
O sing hallelujah!  
Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah!  
Now and ever we confess  
Christ our hope in life and death. 



 
What truth can calm the troubled soul?  
God is good, God is good.  
Where is His grace and goodness known?  
In our great Redeemer’s blood. 
 
Who holds our faith when fears arise?  
Who stands above the stormy trial?  
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh  
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?  
 
O sing hallelujah!  
Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah!  
Now and ever we confess  
Christ our hope in life and death. 
 
Unto the grave, what shall we sing?  
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”  
And what reward will heaven bring?  
Everlasting life with Him. 
 
There we will rise to meet the Lord,  
Then sin and death will be destroyed,  
And we will feast in endless joy,  
When Christ is ours forevermore.  
 
O sing hallelujah!  
Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah!  
Now and ever we confess  
Christ our hope in life and death. 

 
*Children 3-K5 dismissed to back 
 
Message: Philippians 1:18b-26- [Pastor Steve] 
 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation 
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 
Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 



continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

 
Congregational Response: Personal prayer during instrumental song  
 
Announcements: [Pastor Bernie]  
 

• Deacon Care Groups Today 
• Saturday September 23rd - Fall Festival sign up in back – meet at church at 7:30am. 

Return at 6:15pm. Sign up in back. Make checks payable to FBC. Lunch included.  
• Sunday September 24th – Evening prayer focus 

 
 


