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 WORSHIP GUIDE: SUNDAY AM, DECEMBER 25th, 2022 – 10:00am 
Family of Jesus 

 
Welcome: [Pastor Steve] 

• Merry Christmas 
• Praise Christ for His Incarnation  
• Examine the doctrine of Spiritual Adoption into the family of Christ 

 
Congregational Song: Joy Has Dawned 
 

Joy has dawned upon the world, 
Promised from creation: 
God’s salvation now unfurled, 
Hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, 
Not with scenes of glory. 
But a humble gift of love: 
Jesus born of Mary. 
 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky 
With the songs of angels, 
As the mighty Prince of Life 
Shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, 
Shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother’s breast, 
Vulnerable and helpless. 
 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, 
Gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands 
Prophesy the story. 
Gold, a King is born today, 
Incense, God is with us, 
Myrrh, His death will make a way, 
And by His blood He’ll win us. 
 
Son of Adam, Son of heaven, 
Given as a ransom, 
Reconciling God and man, 
Christ our mighty Champion. 
What a Savior, what a Friend, 
What a glorious mystery: 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, 
Now the Lord of history. 

 
Congregational Song: O Little Town of Bethlehem  
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O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King 
and peace to all the earth. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Messiah family Tree Overview [Pastor Steve] 
 

• Lineage of Jesus – God’s grace, mercy, sovereignty 
• Siblings of Jesus – Needed to believe 
• Cousin of Jesus – Fully committed 
• True family of Jesus – Adoption 

 
Scripture Reading: The blessings of adoption as sons through Jesus Christ Ephesians 1:3-14 
[Ryan Strickland] 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us[b] for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known[c] to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to 
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hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee[d] of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it,[e] to the 
praise of his glory. 

 
Testimony: [Tim Floyd] 
 
Congregational Song: Hark the Herald 

 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th' angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th' incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth 
born to give them second birth.  
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 

 
Instrumental [Albrights] 
 
Message: Galatians 4:1-7 [Pastor Steve] 
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I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,[a] though he is the 
owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his 
father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary 
principles[b] of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
then an heir through God. 

 
Congregational Song of Response: Good Christian Men Rejoice 

 
Good Christian men, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 
He has opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 
 

Closing Prayer: [Pastor Steve] 
 


