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WORSHIP GUIDE – SUNDAY, JANUARY 30TH – 10:15AM 
Present Patience – Future Glory 

 
Welcome: [Pastor Steve] 
 

• In our journey through the epistle of James, we come to 5:7-11 and James’ call to present patience 
in suffering. In so doing, he offers Godward motivations for steadfastness. These encouragements 
for patience include a focus on The Lord’s coming and His character. How does God’s character 
and His coming help inform and motivate patience in suffering – here and now?  

• Today in our Scripture reading and singing, we’ll remind ourselves of the Lord’s Character and the 
Lord’s Coming as motivations for present patience. Then we’ll hear the exposition of James 5:7-
11.  

 
THE LORD’S CHARACTER: MOTIVATION FOR PRESENT PATIENCE  
 
Scripture on the Father’s Character: The Parable of the Prodigal Son - Luke 15:11-32 [Pastor Steve] 
 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 
them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and 
hired himself out to[b] one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 
pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than 
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’[c] 22 But the father said to his servants,[d] ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And 
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 
is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 
Congregational Song: Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor 
 

Christ the sure and steady anchor, in the fury of the storm 
When the winds of doubt blow through me, and my sails have all been torn 
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In the suff'ring, in the sorrow, when my sinking hopes are few 
I will hold fast to the anchor, it shall never be removed 
 
Christ the sure and steady anchor, while the tempest rages on 
When temptation claims the battle, and it seems the night has won 
Deeper still then goes the anchor, though I justly stand accused 
I will hold fast to the anchor, it shall never be removed 
 
Christ the sure and steady anchor, through the floods of unbelief 
Hopeless somehow, O my soul now, lift your eyes to Calvary 
This my ballast of assurance, see His love forever proved 
I will hold fast to the anchor, it shall never be removed 
 
Christ the sure and steady anchor, as we face the wave of death 
When these trials give way to glory, and we draw our final breath 
We will cross that great horizon, clouds behind and life secure 
And the calm will be the better, for the storms that we endure 

 
Congregational Song: He Will Hold Me Fast  

 
When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life’s fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast. 
 
He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast; 
For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 
 
Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in His holy sight, 
He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; 
His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. 
 
He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast; 
For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 
 
For my life He bled and died, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
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Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, 
He will hold me fast 
‘Till our faith is turned to sight 
When He comes at last! 
 
He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast; 
For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 

 
THE LORD’S COMING: MOTIVATION FOR PRESENT PATIENCE 
  
Scripture: Future Glory - Romans 8:18-25 [Pastor Bernie] 
 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has 
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 

 
Solo: It is Well with My Soul [Tim Watkins] 
 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
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It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Congregational Song: On Jordan’s Stormy Banks  
 

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 
 
I am bound for the promised land, 
I am bound for the promised land; 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land. 
 
When I shall reach that happy place, 
I’ll be forever blest, 
For I shall see my Father’s face, 
And in His bosom rest. 
 
I am bound for the promised land, 
I am bound for the promised land; 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land. 
 
Filled with delight my raptured soul 
Would here no longer stay; 
Though Jordan’s waves around me roll, 
Fearless, I’d launch away. 
 
I am bound for the promised land, 
I am bound for the promised land; 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land. 

 
Children 3-K5 dismissed to Junior Church 
 
Message: James 5:7-11 [Pastor Steve] 
 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers,[a] until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble 
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the 
door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 

 
Closing Song: My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
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My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my guilt away, 
Oh, let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine! 
 
While life’s dark maze I tread, 
And griefs around me spread, 
Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
From Thee aside. 
 
When ends life’s transient dream, 
When death’s cold, sullen stream 
Shall o’er me roll; 
Blest Savior, then in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
Oh, bear me safe above, 
A ransomed soul! 

 
Closing Announcements: [Pastor Joel] 
 
Deacon Care Groups today 
 
Boys Basketball EHM Tournament, February 4th-5th 
 
Next Sunday, February 6th – 6:00pm Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 


