
STUDY #4 – NEIGHBORING TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL 
“LIVING GOSPEL HOSPITALITY AS A LIFESTYLE” 

Study adapted from chapter 9 & 11 of The Simplest Way to Change the World (suggested reading) 
 
MEDITATE ON SCRIPTURE’S CALL & PATTERN OF LIVING A LIFSTYLE OF GOSPEL HOSPITALITY 
 
I Peter 4:7-11 (esp. v9) 
 
Ø Question: What observations can you make from these verses about how believers are to give God glory? 

What motives does Peter give throughout these verses for showing hospitality?  
 
Acts 2:42-47 
 
Ø Question: What did these believers devote themselves to (v.42)? Describe what the text says about their 

sacrificial sharing (vs. 45-46). Although the primary audience for these believers was with other believers, 
there must have been a focus on reaching out toward unbelievers. Note the result of this mindset in v. 47.  

 
DISCUSS WAYS TO CULTIVATE A LIFESTYLE OF GOSPEL HOSPITALITY 
 

“Since we seek to be hospitable people, and not merely people who practice hospitality, we need to find 
ways to build our lives around this goal. Sure, it will take time. But with a little thought and practice, 
those rhythms will become habits, and habits become a way of life.” (p. 103-4) 

 
In Chapter 9, the author helps us to think in weekly, monthly and yearly rhythmic categories in order to help 
identify ways we can incorporate gospel hospitality into those rhythms.  
 
These weekly, monthly and yearly rhythms include the following: (Talk through these and custom add your own). 

§ Weekly – Taco Tuesday, game nights, watching sports, play dates, etc. 
§ Monthly – Neighborhood cookouts, throwing parties, book clubs, supper clubs, etc. 
§ Yearly – Once-a-year events, holiday parties, create your own holiday, kids birthday parties, etc.  

 
Ø Questions: Which of the rhythms listed above look most appealing to you? Which ones do you think would 

work best where you live? What normal events in your life could you turn into a means of practicing 
hospitality? Which event is the next one on the calendar? What would you do to infuse this event with 
purpose and mission?   

 
Chapter 11 expounds on additional ways to leverage your home for gospel mission. This list includes the 
following: invite single people into your family rhythms, connect with a couple or family (if you are single), care for 
widows and widowers, shelter people, care for orphans, intentionally welcome neighbors from abroad.  
 
Ø Question: Based on these ideas from chapter 11, does the thought of incorporating some of these concepts 

into your mind overwhelm you? What objections do you have? What truths do you need to remember to 
counter these objections?  

 
PRAY TOGETHER FOR GOD’S HELP, BLESSING, AND YOUR OBEDIENCE WITH GOSPEL NEIGHBORING 
 

• Finish with prayer together. Pray for God’s help in living out Acts 2:42-47. Share how you plan to 
incorporate gospel hospitality throughout this next year. Pray for one another regarding this.  


