
STUDY #2 – NEIGHBORING TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL 
“REFLECTING GOD’S HOSPITALITY TO OTHERS” 

Study adapted from chapters 3 & 4 of “The Simplest Way to Change the World” (suggested reading) 
 
THINK ABOUT GOD’S EXAMPLE OF HOSPITALITY 
 
Ø Question: How does the Gospel message demonstrate relational initiation into your life?  
 

• “Throughout the saga of history, God consistently initiates relationship. He is a gracious host, constantly 
welcoming in wayward sinners who deserve His wrath—a people whose only hope is that He would 
show them undeserved hospitality.” (p.41) 

 
• “After all, a hospitable God will create a hospitable people to represent him in every age throughout 

History.” (p.45) 
 
THINK ABOUT SCRIPTURE’S CALL FOR BELIEVERS TO IMITATE GOD’S EXAMPLE 
 

• II Corinthians 5:17-21 [Read and meditate on these verses. Answer the following questions.] 
 
Ø Question: What does it mean to be reconciled to God? How is this a picture of God’s hospitality? 
 
Ø Question: What is the mission of a Christian, based on this passage? How should this mission shape your 

life?  
 
THINK ABOUT APPLICATION OF THIS TRUTH IN YOUR NEXT STEPS OF GOSPEL NEIGHBORING 
 

• “Any time we practice hospitality we follow in the steps of our lavishly hospitable God. Here’s the 
potentially scary part: because of our role in representing God to the world, when we don’t walk in 
hospitality, we do not tell the truth about God. When we are cold, separated, and distant from those 
around us, we communicate that God is cold, separated, and distant. When we are warm, loving, and 
gracious, we put the gospel on display. This type of hospitality which testifies to the character of our 
God, has always been a hallmark of God’s people.” (p.42) 

 
Ø Question: What does your current lifestyle communicate about God’s character? If you are a Christian, 

imagine yourself as a walking billboard for the Gospel. What are you saying to the world? 
 
Ø Question: What steps have you already implemented this summer to take a step in Gospel hospitality?  What 

specific plans can you share with your group to take the next step this next week toward initiating 
neighboring relationships?  

 
 
PRAY TOGETHER FOR GOD’S HELP, BLESSING, AND YOUR OBEDIENCE WITH GOSPEL NEIGHBORING 
 

• Finish with prayer together. Pray for God’s help in living out II Corinthians 5:17-21. Pray for specific 
prayer requests from within your group regarding neighboring.  


