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A Note From The Candidate 

To the Council,  
 Thank you for attending this ordination council and continuing in the 

practice of 2 Timothy 2:2 as Paul urged Timothy, “what you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” I 

appreciate your presence both for the purpose of examining my life, ministry, and 

theology, as well as your commitment to defending and encouraging a right study 

and practice of theology in the local church. It is my desire that you will be 

encouraged and strengthened by this gathering of fellow-laborers in the Gospel. 

To the Church,  
 Words cannot fully express my gratitude for the investment that you have 

entrusted to me in opening the door for me to further my theological training and 

ministry education. These past four years have been essential to my life and 

ministry. You have watched me grow as a husband, fellow-servant, and father. 

Thank you for your encouragement, your kind words of edification and for 

playing such an integral part in preparing Anna, Theo and me to follow God’s 

leading to Malta. It has truly been an absolute joy to serve alongside you in the 

work of the Gospel.  

In Christ,  

M. Luke Tanis



Table of Contents 
 

Theology Proper 1 ...................................................................................................Study of God 

Bibliology 2 .............................................................................................................Study of the Bible 

Christology 3 ...........................................................................................................Study of Christ 

Pneumatology 4 ......................................................................................................Study of the Holy Spirit 

Anthropology 5 .......................................................................................................Study of Man 

Hamartiology 6 .......................................................................................................Study of Sin 

Soteriology 7 ...........................................................................................................Study of Salvation 

Ecclesiology 8 ..........................................................................................................Study of the Church 

Angelology 9 ...........................................................................................................Study of Angels 

Eschatology 10 ........................................................................................................Study of End Times

TANIS  /  2

Eschatology



Theology Proper 
STUDY OF GOD 

The Existence Of God 
 I believe there is only one true and living God (Deut. 6:4–5, Is. 44:6). God exists co-eternally, (Ex. 

3:14) in three persons, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). All three are co-equal in 
existence, nature, and divine attributes (Ps. 90:2, Mic. 5:2, Heb. 9:14). These three members, all equal 
in power and glory fulfill unique functions. They all share divine essence while maintaining distinct 
personhood. All three members are consubstantial with one another (John 10:30; 14:10; Phil. 2:5-6) 
and have a distinct work to perform (John 14:26; John 15:26). 

The Person Of God 
God is a distinct person from the Son and the Holy Spirit. God is a personal (Ex. 3:13-14), spiritual 

being (John 4:24) who possess intellect (Rom. 11:34), emotions (Jer. 31:3) and a will (John 8:38). As a 
spirit, God never tires or sleeps (Ps. 121:3-4). God is separate and above His creation (1 Kings. 8:27). 
He sustains His creation and is present everywhere (Ps. 139:7-10). God is invisible but has, at times, 
chosen to take on a visible form in order to show himself to people. These appearances have each had 
a specific purpose that God intended for them (Gen. 18:1-33, Gen. 32:28-30, Ex. 13:21-22). The greatest 
manifestation of God to people was the person of Jesus Christ (John 14:9). 

The Attributes Of God 
The attributes of God can be grouped into two categories: incommunicable (those which have an 

absolute distinction between God and man) and communicable (which have a measurement of 
reflection in man). Among His incommunicable attributes are self-existence (John 5:26; Ex 3:13-14), 
infinite power (Matt. 19:26; Heb. 1:3), infinite knowledge (Is 40:28; Rom. 11:33), infinite presence (Ps. 
139:7-10), eternality, without beginning or end (Ps. 90:2), perfection (Deut 32:4; Matt. 5:48), and 
immutability (Ps. 102:26-27; Jas. 1:17). Among His communicable attributes are holiness (1 Pet. 1:16), 
righteousness (Ps 145:17), justice (Ps. 89:14; Rom. 3:25-26), faithfulness (2 Tim. 2:13), truth (Tit. 1:2), 
goodness (Nah. 1:7), love (1 John 4:8), grace, mercy (Eph. 2:4-5), and wisdom (Rom. 11:33-34). 

Activity Of God 
God the Father as the First Person of the Trinity (John 17:5; Rom 16:26) sent the Son (Jesus) into 

the world (John 3:16). He has a personal relationship to the Son and therefore to man spiritually 
through the new birth (John 1:12, Gal 3:26). God is also active in preserving His Word and upholding 
creation (Gen 50:20; Prov. 21:1). God is active in hearing and answering each believer’s prayers 
through the work of the Spirit and the mediation of the Son. Thus, in prayer, believers are praying to 
the Trinity (Acts 7:59). God maintains an active role in the universe today, just as He has done from 
the beginning of creation. God cares for His children personally and (Matt. 10:30, Lk. 15:3-7) knows 
everything about them. God sovereignly exercises his power over all creation (2 Cor. 6:18, Rev. 1:8).
(John 14:6). God upholds and sustains His creation (Gen. 50:20, Prov. 21:1, Col 1:17, Heb. 1:10). 
Although God is transcendent, He chooses to hear man’s prayers. God’s power is infinite (Matt. 
19:26) and He is able to do all that accords with His will. Because God’s power is infinite, there is 
nothing is too hard for God (Gen. 18:14). Because of God’s character (Tit. 1:2) He cannot lie (Heb. 
6:18), and He cannot sin or be tempted with sin (James 1:13). God’s character is such that He never 
changes (Malachi 3:6) but He can choose to respond differently to man based on man’s actions. 
Although God’s actions may seem harsh to some, He always acts in perfect balance of His attributes. 
God’s essence, nature and attributes never change for He is immutable. 
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Bibliology 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE 

Revelation 
 I believe in the sufficient revelation of God given to man in Scripture. God reveals himself to 
man through two revelations. General revelation is the revelation of God to man through God’s 
creation but it is insufficient for Salvation (Rom. 1:18, 21, 1 Cor. 1:18-29). Its two purposes are to 
reveal and condemn (Rom. 1:18-23).  Special revelation which is revealed in Scripture (2 Tim. 3:15), is 
sufficient for salvation. 

Inspiration  
 I believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of Scripture, written by men as the Holy Spirit 
moved them to accurately write whatever God wanted humanity to know (2 Tim. 3:16, 2 Peter 1:19–
21). The writings of Scripture, not the writers are inspired. Inspiration applies only to the autographa 
and not the translations. Revelation recorded in Scripture is necessary because general revelation is 
insufficient to reveal the truths of the gospel. Inspiration extends to every part of the letter in the 
original manuscripts (Matt. 5:18). Verbal inspiration extends to each word of the text and not just the 
meaning of the text. I believe in plenary inspiration, which means that inspiration of the text is equal 
to every word, fully assuring the importance of each word of Scripture (John 17:17). Since God cannot 
lie, His words given to man must be free from error (Num. 23:19). The Bible is inerrant, carrying 
significant authority and must be the foundation for every Christian (2 Tim. 3:17). Furthermore, The 
Bible is sufficient for all matters. Inerrancy refers to the autographa and not the manuscripts available 
today. One’s copy of scripture is inerrant insomuch as it accurately reflects the autographa. 

Preservation 
 God has providentially preserved His word  (2 Kings 22:3-11) and promised that His word will 
remain forever (Isaiah 40:7). God has preserved His word through a collection of manuscripts as 
opposed to one perfect manuscript. God’s word cannot fail and as a result God will continue to 
preserve His word (Luke 16:17). Through the thousands of manuscripts that have been providentially 
preserved, we can confidently say that we have God’s word in our hands. God has providentially 
directed in the preservation and transmission of God’s word. I believe in the canonicity of the sixty-
six books of the Bible, which have been recognized by the Bible, Israel and the Church (Galatians 
6:16). The canon is complete and no further revelation or works can be added. 

Preparation & Illumination 
 The Bible is a divine work and was “breathed out by God”. Men were prepared by God in 
their training and experience. God had planned for each writer to be used before they were born (Jer. 
1:5, Gal. 1:15). God, through the work of the Holy Spirit, illuminates the hearts and minds of sinful 
men to understand Scripture. The Holy Spirit illuminates hearts allowing for understanding of 
Scripture that is otherwise impossible. Illumination is an essential part of Scripture since the Holy 
Spirit is the only way someone can come to a proper understanding and application of Scripture 
(John 16:13). 

Interpretation 
 Scripture should be interpreted in its literal, grammatical, and historical context. I hold to a 
dispensational hermeneutic, understanding the differences between Israel and the Church as well as 
the development between each dispensation. Since the Bible was written in a language foreign to 
today’s church, it is essential that the Bible is translated to a modern language. A good translation of 
the word of God maintains clarity for the readers while being faithful to the original texts.  
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Christology 
STUDY OF CHRIST 

Deity of Christ  
 I believe Jesus is the second person of the Trinity. He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit. He created the world alongside God and the Holy Spirit and He sustains it (Col. 
1:16). As deity, Jesus is worthy of worship (Phil. 2:10-11) and received worship while on Earth (Matt. 
28:17). In Scripture, Jesus is called God (John 1:1) and people called him God (John 20:28).  
Nature of Christ  

 Jesus is one person with two natures, fully human (Phil. 2:5-8, John 8:58) and fully divine (John 
1:1). Jesus humbled himself and came to earth (Phil. 2:5-8, John 17:5). He was miraculously conceived 
by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) and born of a virgin. By taking on flesh, he took on a nature that was 
fully human (Heb. 2:14). Jesus did not give up any of His divine attributes (Phil. 2:5-11); rather He 
limited the independent use of His divine attributes (John 5).  
Personhood of Christ   

 Jesus developed as a human (Luke 2:40) with a normal body (Heb. 2:14). He experienced fatigue 
and tiredness and needed rest (Mark 4:38, John 4:6). He also experienced hunger and thirst, needing 
food (Matt. 4:2) and water (John 19:28). He experienced a full range of human emotions (John 11:35, 
13:21) including love (John 11:3, 13:23), compassion (Matt. 9:36), joy (John 15:11), companionship 
(Matt. 26:37-38), sorrow (Matt. 26:37), anger (Mark 3:5) and sadness (John 11:35). Jesus experienced 
great stress (Mark 14:32-42) and on the cross, he experienced unfathomable loneliness (Mark 10:14). 
Jesus also experienced pain (Luke 22:44) and death (Luke 23:46) and was tempted in every way that 
humans have been tempted (Heb. 2:18). He never sinned (Heb. 4:14-15) for He was unable to sin 
(James 1:13).  Jesus is able to sympathize with believers and help them in times of temptation. While 
on earth, he lived a perfect life (2 Cor. 5:21) and perfectly completed God’s will (John 17:4). The 
human and divine natures of Jesus were “inseparably joined together” (John 1:14) but were not 
mixed, changed or divided. After His resurrection, Jesus remains both God and man (Heb. 5:1-10).  
Life and Death of Christ 

 In his life and death, Jesus served as a representative, obeying where Adam failed (Rom. 
5:18-19). Jesus had to become human so that He could become a propitiation for mankind (Heb. 
2:16-17). As a man, He serves as a mediator between God and man because He was both fully man 
and fully God (1 Tim. 2:5). The resurrection of Christ resulted in defeat over the grave (1 Cor. 
15:54-57) and triumph over His enemies (Col. 2:15). Christ submitted His will to the Father (John 6:38) 
because He came to do the will of His Father (Heb. 10:7). The death of Jesus was physical (Matt. 
27:33-56). In death, Jesus experienced the full cup of God’s wrath (Rev. 14:10). He was buried three 
days and then physically rose from the dead (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Upon His Resurrection, He appeared to 
many people (1 Cor. 15:5-8). After His appearance to the apostles, He ascended into Heaven (Acts 
1:9-11). Jesus is now seated and exalted at the right hand of God (Eph. 1:20-21) and is preparing a 
place for his people (John 14:2-3).  
Prophet, Priest & King 

As prophet, Christ provided revelation from God (Mt. 13:57, 21:11), revealed God to this world 
(John 1:14) and fulfilled prophecies concerning a prophet that would be raised up (Deut. 18:15, Acts 
3:22). As priest (Heb. 5:5, 9:11) Christ serves as a mediator and intercedes on behalf of believers at the 
right hand of God (Heb. 7:25). On the cross, not only did Jesus offer the final sacrifice (Heb. 10:12) but 
He also was the sacrifice. Jesus offered himself as a complete and perfect substitutionary sacrifice 
(Heb. 9:26). He now appears in the presence of God on our behalf (Heb. 9:24). Jesus also continually 
prays for believers (Rom. 8:34, Heb. 7:25). As King, Christ reigns as the righteous King over all his 
creation (Ps. 2:6, Phil. 2:9-11, Rev. 5:9-14, 11:15). His role as King has not been fully realized, and will 
not be realized until the inauguration of His kingdom at His second coming (Rev. 11:15, Acts. 1:6, 11). 
Jesus is the king of kings (1 Tim. 6:15) and one day will be recognized as king of kings (Rev. 19:16).  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Pneumatology 
STUDY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Deity of the Spirit 
 The Holy Spirit is fully divine, sharing deity and existing co-equally, co-eternally (Heb. 9:14, Ps. 

104:3, Ps. 139:7, Mk. 1:9-11) and consubstantially with the Father and the Son (Matt. 28:19). The Spirit, 
in function, acts in subordination to the Father and the Son (John 14:26, 15:26) even though he 
remains equal in His essence. The Spirit possesses divine attributes, displayed in multiple ways. He is 
grounded in truth (1 John 5:6, John 14:6), He is eternal (John 14:6, Heb. 9:14), omnipresent (Ps. 
139:7-10), omnipotent (Luke 1:35, Rom. 15:19), omniscient (1 Cor. 2:9-11), and Holy (Eph. 4:30). 

Personality of the Spirit  
 The Holy Spirit displays the characteristics of a person, as He has emotions and can be grieved 

(Eph. 4:30), He has life (Rom. 8:2), a will (1 Cor. 12:11), a mind (Rom 8:27, Is. 11:2) and reveals His 
intelligence in knowing the things of God (1 Cor. 2:10-11). He also performs acts as a person (Gen. 
1:2) and has received personal treatment (Acts 5). 

Works in the Old Testament  
 The Holy Spirit participated in the creation of the World (Gen. 1:2), He was instrumental in 

disclosing God to His people (2 Sam. 23:1–2) and inspiring the Scriptures (Matt. 22:43, 2 Peter 1:19–
21). He empowered men enabling them to serve in a variety of ways (Gen. 41:38, Ex.31:2-5, Num. 
27:15-20, Judges 6:34). The Holy Spirit enabled leaders of the theocratic kingdom to serve as God’s 
representatives (Numbers 11:17).  

Works in the New Testament  
 The Holy Spirit was active in the virgin conception of Jesus Christ (Luke 1:35). He was actively 

involved in Christ’s earthly ministry. Christ was filled by the Holy Spirit who empowered Him to 
resist temptation (Luke 4:1,14,18) and cast out demons (Luke 11:14). Christ was led by the Spirit 
(Matt. 4:1), anointed by the Spirit (Luke 4:18), and acted in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14). The 
Spirit was also involved in Christ’s sufferings (Heb. 9:14) and resurrection (Rom. 8:11). The Holy 
Spirit illuminated believers (1 Cor. 2:14, 1 John 2:27) and continued His work in the inspiration of 
Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Work in the Church  
 The Spirit is actively at work today. At conversion, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within the 

believer (John 14:17). He is the agent of regeneration (Titus 3:5). He baptizes believers into one body 
(1 Cor. 12:13) and He seals them (Eph. 4:30). He convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 
16:8-11). He restrains mankind from sin (2 Thes. 2:7) and illuminates Scripture (2 Cor. 3:15, Eph. 1:18). 
The Spirit acts as the earnest of the inheritance (Eph. 1:14). The Spirit gives life (John 6:63), comfort 
(John 14),  and guidance (Rom. 8:14). He guides believers in putting to death the works of the flesh 
and leads believers to bear spiritual fruit (Gal. 5:22-23). He empowers believers to live holy lives and 
obey Christian commands (Matt. 28:19-20, Acts 1:8), and fills the believer (Eph. 5:18). 

Gifts 
 God gifts and equips his people for service yet the gifts given today are not as diverse as in the 

days of the New Testament. Certain gifts in the early church had a specific temporary nature by 
design and served to authenticate the message of the apostles. They have since passed away because 
their purpose was fulfilled. These gifts include healing, tongues, prophecy, apostleship and miracles. 
(1 Cor. 13:8). The nature of the gifts that are present today covers a multitude of different areas and 
even different positions in the church (Eph. 4:11) that the Spirit uses to equip the church. The lists of 
gifts given in scripture (Romans 12:6-8 1 Cor. 12:1-11, 1 Peter 4:10-11) vary and serve to show various 
ways the Spirit works rather than giving an exhaustive list of exact gifts the Spirit gives  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Anthropology 
STUDY OF MAN 

Creation 
 The Genesis account of creation is a literal, historical account of God’s direct and immediate creative 
acts. God created the world, ex-nihilo, in six literal, solar hour days (Gen. 1:1-2, 31, John 1:3, Col 1:16). Man was 
distinctly created on the sixth day of creation and on the seventh day of creation God rested. God’s creation 
was perfect and without sin (1 Tim. 4:4). God created Adam, the first man, in His likeness and image (Gen.
1:26-27, Matt. 19:4). After creating Adam, God took a rib from Adam and formed Eve, a companion and 
complement for Adam (Gen. 2:21-22, 1 Tim 2:13). Adam and Eve were the first couple, and the entire human 
race, except for Christ, descended through them (Gen 3:20, 9:19, Acts 17:26). They were literal people and did 
not evolve from any lower form of life (Gen 1:26). Man was created without sin, with unconfirmed holiness 
(Gen. 1:31, Ecc. 7:29). Sin entered the human race when Adam and Eve voluntarily sinned (Rom. 5:12). This sin 
lead to both physical and spiritual death as well as separation from God (Is. 59:2). As a direct consequence of 
Adam’s sin, sin and death were passed down to every generation (Rom. 5:12). Every human is born with a 
sinful nature (Ps. 51:5, 58:3). Despite Adam and Eve’s failure, God showed them love, promising that one day 
He would send someone who would crush the head of the evil one who tempted them (Gen. 3:15). 

Image of God   
 Each human is created in the image of God (Gen. 9:7, Jam. 3:9), unique in creation from all other 
creatures (Gen. 1:26-27). Man was created for God’s glory (Is. 43:7, Eph. 1:11-12) to have a relationship with 
God (Gen. 3:8, Eph. 1:4-5), to serve as mirror and represent God’s image on earth (Dan. 3:1-18) and to glorify 
God (Col. 1:16, Rev. 4:11). Man serves as God’s visible representative by having dominion over creation (Ps. 
8:6-9). Man reflects the image of God both through physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual attributes as well 
as his relationships with God, creation and other humans (Gen 1:26-2:25).  This image of God is marred as a 
result of sin but man still has a responsibility to image God well. Believers are being renewed day by day and 
are able to display clearer and clearer the image of God as they are progressively renewed (2 Cor. 3:18), and 
will one day be completely restored at the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:44-49).   

Nature of Man  
 Man is both a physical and spiritual being, composed of both material and immaterial part. These 
parts, though distinct are unified as one being (Gen. 2:7, Matt. 10:28). Although the parts are distinct they have 
a direct connection on each other, the inner effects the outer (Matt. 12:34). The material part of man is slowly 
fading away and will one day perish (1 Cor. 15:36). The immaterial part of man is displayed through a variety 
of faculties such as intellect (Rom. 1:21), affections (Gal. 5:22, 1 Cor. 13), volition (Josh. 24:14-24) and conscience 
(1 Tim. 1:5). God allows humanity to share attributes with Him such as rationality (Gen. 3:6), dominion over 
creation (Gen. 2:19-20), and the ability to develop relationships (Gen. 2:23-24). God created man and women 
equal and in his image (Gen. 9:7), with equal value and distinct responsibility. Each gender is equal in essence, 
personhood and value (Gal. 3:27-28). God created man and woman with different roles to fulfill, establishing 
distinctions between the roles and functions of men and women within the home and church (Eph. 5:22-23,1 
Tim 2:1-14). Marriage was ordained by God to be a union of one male and one female (Gen. 2:24). God 
ordained the man to be the head of the marriage and family (1 Cor. 11:3). The man is called to love his wife 
self-sacrificially just as Christ loved His bride, the Church (Col. 3:19). God ordained the woman to love and 
support her husband by submitting to him and his leadership. She is also to be his helper and companion 
(Gen. 2:18, Eph. 5:22-33). The differences between genders also affects service in the church as men are called 
to lead in the church (1 Tim. 3:1-7, Tit. 1:6-9). Woman are prohibited from teaching men and from exercising 
authority over them in the church (1 Tim. 2:12-14). Although differences exist between men and women, the 
equality of their nature and personhood should not be undermined. God ordained these differences as part of 
his plan for creation.  
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Hamartiology 
STUDY OF SIN 

Definition 
 Sin is any transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4).  This includes intentional and accidental 
words, actions, thoughts. Sin also includes failing to do what man knows is right (Jam. 4:17). Sin is 
always an offense to God but can also be an offense against other people (Matt. 18:15). The result of 
man’s sin is death (Rom. 6:23). All humans have sinned and even one sin is sufficient to make one 
guilty before God and subject to death God’s wrath (Rom. 3:23, Jam. 2:10).  

Origin of Sin  
 Genesis 1 records a creation that was created “good” and without sin. Mankind is now under 
the wrath of God (Rom. 1:18-20) and under the curse of death (Rom. 6:23). This original sin results not 
only in physical death (Gen. 3:19), but also spiritual death (1 Cor. 15:21-22). This willful act has a 
direct impact on every human. This sinful nature and the guilt that comes with it is inherited from 
Adam. Adam served as the representative for mankind and thus his sin served as the legal ground 
for the condemnation of all mankind. (Rom. 5:19). Because of Adam’s actions, all humans are born 
with a totally depraved sinful nature (Rom. 5:12). Just as “the first man”Adam, served as a 
representative for all mankind, so did the “last Adam”, Christ (1 Cor. 15:22, 45-49). The guilt of 
Adamic sin was dealt with at the cross yet man experiences the consequences of Adam’s sin through 
total depravity. As such, man stands condemned on the basis of his own sin (Rom. 3:23).   

Total Depravity  
 Man’s own nature is sinful and corrupt resulting in sinful choices and actions (Rom. 7:18). This 
sinful nature touches every part of man and results in man being totally depraved and corrupt (Jer. 
17:9, Eph. 2:3). Scripture uses many different terms to describe sin including, corruption, (Matt. 7:11), 
error (Num. 35:9-15), guilt (1 Cor. 11:27), ignorance (Rom. 10:3), lawless (1 John 4:3), rebellion (John 
3:36), and unrighteousness (Col. 3:25). Sin is not simply mistakes by good people but rather 
something that happens because of the natural sinful state of mankind.  Sin does not merely come out 
from time to time in man’s actions but rather it affects every thought and choice man makes (Titus 
1:15). As a result of this total depravity, man is unable to please God or earn his favor (Rom. 8:8). 
Man’s inability to please God is more than just a lack of will or desire to please God but rather 
something that is impossible because unbelievers are “dead” in sin (Eph. 2:1). Man can do nothing to 
improve his spiritual condition or save himself (Rom. 8:8, John 15:5), and will always continue to 
choose to sin if left to his own will.  While man is totally depraved this does not mean man always 
does the worst thing possible. Furthermore, man is capable of doing good things, despite this 
depravity. Man is restrained by his conscience, human government and the pressures of his 
surroundings (Rom. 2:14-15).  

Penalty of Sin 
 Because all mankind has sinned, at the final judgment day, each man will be judged according 
to his or her own sinful deeds (Ezek. 18:19-20, Rom. 2:5-6). God’s wrath consists of His anger and 
hatred which is against sinners who are at enmity with God and rebel against God (Rom. 5:10). Jesus 
died on the cross as the ultimate sacrifice to pay the penalty for the sins of all mankind, once for all. 
He gave as his life as a substitutionary sacrifice and took upon him the wrath of God (Heb. 9:14). 
Those who refuse to trust in the work of Christ and repent of their sin will face God’s wrath and will 
be punished in Hell (Rom. 2:5-7).  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Soteriology 
STUDY OF SALVATION 

Definition 
 Salvation is the divinely appointed process where man can be rescued from the consequences of sin (1 Thes. 
5:9) through the free gift of God based upon the substitutionary death and shed blood of Jesus. The offer of salvation 
is universal and is freely offered to anyone willing to place their trust in Jesus Christ alone as their savior (Is. 45:22, 
Matt. 11:28). 

Election and Calling 
 Election refers to God’s sovereign act of choosing those whom He would save, sanctify and glorify. (Rom. 
8:28-33, Eph. 1:4). Election, which God planned before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4) is based on His will and 
active foreknowledge (Acts 2:23; Rom 8:29; 11:2) not on the merit of individuals (Titus 3:5). Although election is 
based on God’s choosing, man is still responsible to respond in faith to the offer of salvation (Rom. 10:9, Eph. 2:8-9). 
Knowledge of this doctrine ought to lead to assurance of salvation, knowing that God is for us (Rom. 8:35). While 
God calls all men to salvation, they cannot respond to God unless He effectually calls them (Rom. 8:28, John 6:44, 65). 
This calling consists of the Holy Spirit using the divinely appointed means of Gospel proclamation and the word of 
God (Rom. 1:16, 10:14-17). Evangelism is the work of the body of Christ, conversion is the work of the Spirit. (Mat. 
28:19, John 3:5-8) 

The Miracle of Salvation 
 Justification is the judicial act whereby God declares the believer to be righteous by the blood of Christ (Rom. 
5:1) By doing this, He saves the believer from the wrath of God (Rom. 5:9). Justification consists of the believer 
having Christ’s righteousness imputed to them, forever altering their judicial status before God. (Rom. 4:5, 5:1 
8:33-34). Redemption is the idea of buying back and refers to act of Christ paying the price that our sin demanded. 
Christ’s death not only redeemed his people, but also covered the sins of man. This offer of atonement was made to 
all humanity but is only applied to the elect. The death of Jesus redeemed believers not only from enslavement of sin 
but also the curse of the law (Gal. 3:13). Believers can have communion with God because of this reconciliation and 
should strive to bring others into reconciliation with God (Rom. 5:10-11, 2 Cor. 5:20).  Since humans are spiritually 
dead, they need to be given new life (John 3:5-7). This process, which occurs simultaneously at salvation, is called 
regeneration (John 20:31) in which the Holy Spirit infuses new spiritual life into a formerly dead person (Eph. 2:1-5), 
providing the believer with a new nature (Titus 3:5).  
 Upon understanding the gospel message, man is responsible to respond in faith, turning from sin to accept the 
free gift of salvation. (Acts 3:19, 26:20). This saving faith is an active trust in Christ’s redemptive work (Acts 16:31). It 
is a gift of God and does not consist of a work or keeping of the law (Eph. 2:8-9). Men are sometimes called to 
exercise faith (Acts 16:31), other times repentance (Matt. 4:17, Luke 24:47) and sometimes both repentance and faith 
(Acts 20:21, Heb. 6:1). These two can be understood as two inseparable aspects of man’s response to the salvation 
message. Initial repentance consists of an intellectual assent to the reality of one’s sinfulness and hopelessness (Ps. 
51:3), an emotional grief over one’s sin (2 Cor. 7:9-10) and a turning away from sin to righteousness (Matt. 3:8, Acts 
3:19). Faith consists of a transfer of one’s reliance on himself to a reliance upon God, an intellectual belief in the facts 
of the gospel (Rom. 10:9-10) and a dependence on the person and work of Christ (Acts 10:43). 
 At salvation, believers are adopted and are accepted into the family of God and receive all the benefits of 
sonship including the ability to call God father (Gal. 4:7), the reception of God’s gifts (Matt. 7:11), the leading of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:14), and the eternal, incorruptible inheritance (1 Pet. 1:4). Just as believers can do nothing to earn 
eternal life, once they have been given eternal life there is nothing they can do to lose eternal life (John 10:27-30). All 
true believers will continue in the faith as God keeps them in faith by His power through the work of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Cor.15:2, 2 Cor. 5:5, Phil. 1:6, 2 Tim. 1:12, 4:18). 
 Sanctification is the process of God separating the believer unto holiness. It is the “making holy” of a believer. 
This change is a process in which believers are being saved (1 Cor. 1:18, 2 Cor. 2:15) and progressively changed into 
the image of Christ (Phil. 1:6, 2 Cor. 3:18). Sanctification is a continuous and cooperative work in the life of the 
believer that requires both God and the believer (Phil. 2:13). Believers must strive to live holy lives which reflect the 
Holy God they serve (1 Pet. 1:16). At glorification, the believers fight with sin and God’s work of salvation will be 
completed (Rom. 8:19-30, 1 John 3:2). The believer will also receive a new body free from the curse of sin (2 Cor. 5:1-5, 
Rev. 21:4). 
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Ecclesiology 
STUDY OF THE CHURCH 

Nature of the Church 
 I believe the church began at the Pentecost (Acts 2). The church is distinct from Israel, which was 
given a separate role in God’s kingdom purpose. (Rom. 11:23-27).  The Church consists of two aspects. At 
one level, a universal church can be acknowledged which is composed of the body of Christ across the 
world (2 Tim. 2:19, 1 Cor. 15:9, Matt. 16:18). This group consists of all believers from Pentecost to the 
Rapture. All believers since Pentecost have been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Church (Rom. 8:9, 1 
Cor. 12:12-13). The local church is the visible representation of the universal church. Though universal in 
nature, the expression of the church is found in groups of believers gathered together that comprise the 
local church. The local church consists of immersed believers gathered in organized (1 Cor. 14:40), local, 
autonomous, interdependent assemblies (2 Cor. 9:1-5, 3 John 5-8). Each church consists of professing, 
baptized believers (Acts 2:37-41) who are unified in their diversity (Rom. 12:4-8,). All believers ought to be 
joined with a local body for mutual encouragement and accountability (Heb. 10:24-25). The primary 
purpose of the Church is to worship and glorify God (Eph. 3:21). This is accomplished through 
evangelism (Matt. 28:19, Luke 24:47, Acts 1:9) and edification. Edification is accomplished through 
preaching (Col. 1:28), teaching (Col. 1:28), fellowship (Phil. 2:1-4) and giving (1 Cor. 16:12). 

Church Government and Offices 
 Christ is the builder of the Church (Matt. 16:18) and the head of the Church (Eph. 5:29-30). Under 
His headship, the authority of the local Church lies within the congregation (Matt. 18:17, Acts 6:3-5, 
15:22-23). While final authority lies within the congregation, God has ordained two offices for the 
administration and well-being of the church. The first office consists of elders, also called pastors and 
overseers (Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5-9) and the second office consists of deacons (1 Tim. 3:8-13). The elders 
are men who are equipped to shepherd the church as they exercise authority (1 Pet. 5:2), teach (Titus 1:9), 
correct (Titus 1:9) and equip believers for ministry (Eph. 4:11-12). These men are to be selected by the 
church according to 1 Tim 3:8-13 and Titus 1:5-9. These qualities are not optional and must be true of each 
pastor. Deacons exist to serve the church body and provide support for the pastor (Acts 6:2-6). 

The Ordinances  
 Two ordinances have been given to the church. The first ordinance is Baptism (Matt. 28:19) which 
consists of the immersion of a believer in water as a token and display of his union in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. Baptism is an outward symbol of a spiritual change in the believer by which the believer 
displays that a death to sin has occurred along with being raised to new life in Christ. (Rom. 6:3-6). The 
second ordinance given in the Bible is the Lord’s Supper. The meaning of the Lord’s Supper is a memorial 
of Christ that serves as a remembrance (1 Cor. 11:24-25) and an expression of thanksgiving (1 Cor. 11:24). 
The Lord’s Supper is only symbolic and does not bring extra grace to the believer. Believers of like faith 
and practice living in obedience may partake of the Lord’s Supper in a local church. The Lord’s supper 
should be observed soberly (1 Cor. 11:27-30), in remembrance of Christ’s death (1 Cor. 11:24-25), in 
celebration of our present union with Christ and His people (1 Cor. 10:16-17) all while anticipating 
Christ’s second coming (1 Cor. 11:26). 

Church Characteristics 
 The local church is to be autonomous and self-governing, making all decisions independent of other 
churches and organizations. The priesthood of the believer means each believer can pray to God and 
further supports the autonomy of the local church (Heb. 4:14-16; 1 Pet 2:5, Rev 1:6; 5:10). The local church 
is to practice church discipline. The church must maintain integrity by identifying and separating from 
the congregation those who are unwilling to repent of known sin (1 Cor. 5:1-2, II Thess. 3:15). The goal of 
this church discipline is to preserve church unity (II Cor. 7:1) and to ultimately restore the disciplined 
member (Gal. 6:1).  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Angelology 
STUDY OF ANGELS 

Angels  
 I believe Angels are spirit beings created by God to praise, minister to and bring glory to God 

(Ps. 148:2,5, Heb. 1:14, Is. 6:1-3). They were created before the world was formed (Job 38:4-7). Angels 
are limited, finite beings (Dan. 10:13), not subject to death (Luke 20:36). They were created with 
unconfirmed creature Holiness but were capable of falling and are therefore subject to judgment and 
eternal separation from God. Angels have certain characteristics such as intelligence (1 Pet. 1:12) and 
emotions (Job 38:7, Luke 15:10) but do not possess physical bodies. They can take on the full 
appearance of a man (Gen. 18:2). They are innumerable (Rev. 5:11) yet they do not propagate (Matt. 
22:30). Angels are greater in power now (Heb. 2:6-7) over fallen man, but are equal in service (Rev. 
22:8-9) and will one day be lower than redeemed man in eternity (I Cor. 6:3). Angels minister to 
God’s people in a number of ways. These areas of service include serving God’s people (Heb. 1:14), 
aiding in answering prayer (Acts 12:5-11), soul-winning (Acts 8:26), comforting (Acts 27:10), 
delivering saints in danger (Acts 5:17-20), caring for God’s people at death (Jude 9), watching 
worship and ministry of the church (Eph. 3:10). Angels also interact with lost man in two ways as 
they announce coming judgment (Gen. 19:1-2) and they separate the unrighteous from the righteous 
(Matt. 13:39-40).  

 Angels exist to serve and praise God and therefore never accept praise to themselves. They serve 
God by worshipping Him (Is. 6:3), glorifying Him, (Job. 38:7), ministering to God’s people (Heb. 1:14, 
Ps. 91:11, Acts 5:19), and serving as instruments of His judgments (Gen. 19:1). Their service to Christ 
is seen in numerous ways as they protected (Matt. 2:13) and strengthened Him (Luke 22:43). They 
rolled away the stone from the tomb (Matt. 28:2) and announced His resurrection (Matt. 28:5-6). They 
will also announce His second coming and accompany Him at His second coming (Matt. 25:31). 

Satan  
 God created Satan with unconfirmed holiness as a spirit being (Eph. 6:10-12) but he chose to fall. 

Satan desired worship that was due God and for this Satan was cast out of Heaven (Rev. 12:3-4). 
Satan powerfully rules the demonic world and the cosmos (Matt 12:26). Satan has many names 
including Devil (Rev. 20:2,7), Serpent (Gen. 3:1), Dragon (Rev. 12:7,9), Lucifer (Is. 14:1), God of this 
Age (II Cor. 4:4), Deceiver of this world (Rev. 12:7-9), the Evil one (John 17:15) and the Father of lies 
(John 8:44). He accuses the brethren (Rev 12:10) and is constantly pursuing man’s destruction on 
earth (I Pet.5:8). Satan desires to rule and direct both heaven and earth. He also desires to be 
worshipped, which only belongs to God. Satan accomplishes his purposes by lying and deceiving (Jn. 
8:44), controlling the cosmos, directly opposing God’s present work, and trying to destroy man (1 Pet. 
5:8). While Satan is free to roam, he is still under God’s control and will one day be bound forever. 
Christ secured Satan’s defeat through His death and resurrection (Heb. 2:14, Col. 2:15). Satan will 
spend 1,000 years in the tribulation in the pit before he spends eternity in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41, 
Rev. 20:10).  

Demons 
 Demons are real angels and play an active role in Satan’s overall plan. They are capable of 

possessing unbelievers but not believers. Demons are fallen angels who rebelled against God with 
Lucifer. Their nature is similar to Satan. They are referred to as demons, unclean spirits (Lk. 8:29) and 
evil spirits (Lk. 7:21). Although some demons are bound (Jude 6) the remaining demons seek to 
destroy man by opposing believers (Eph. 6:1-12), possessing unbelievers (Matt. 9:32-33), promoting 
false doctrines (I Tim. 4:1-3), and inflicting pain and disaster (Lk. 13:11-16, Mark 5:4-5). Although they 
can harass believers (2 Cor. 12:7) they are limited in their power over them (1 John 4:4). They too will 
be cast into the lake of fire with Satan at the judgment day (Rev. 12:9-11).  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Eschatology 
STUDY OF END TIMES 

Heaven and Hell 
 I believe Heaven, the dwelling place of God, is where all the elect angels and redeemed men will 
be forever. At the end of the Tribulation, the first heaven and earth will be destroyed (2 Pet. 3:7,10) 
and a new heaven and earth will be created. Here, all believers will live and enjoy the presence of 
God forever (Rev. 21-22). At the Rapture, the soul of believers will be united with a resurrection body 
(1 Cor. 15:50-58). Once this union has occurred the whole person will dwell with Christ forever (1 
Thess. 4:17). I believe in a literal place of torment (Luke 16:19-31, Jude 7) for unbelievers. This place is 
referred to as “Hell” in the Bible and consists of punishment and separation from God. One day all 
those in Hell, including Satan will be cast into the “lake of fire”, which is a place of eternal 
punishment and torment. For unbelievers, the whole person will then be cast into the Lake of Fire 
(Rev. 20:13-14), a literal and eternal place of separation from God. Here they will consciously 
experience torment and hopelessness for eternity.  

Rapture & Millenium 
 I believe in a pre-millennial, pretribulational rapture. The “Day of the Lord” is a future event 
which will consist of great turmoil and judgment on the unbelieving world. The church has no need 
to fear, as they will not experience this event for Jesus Christ will return to rapture his saints (1 Thes. 
5:4-9). This rapture will take place before the tribulation (1 Thes. 1:10). The dead in Christ will rise 
first and then all living believers will be taken at the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:16, 1 Cor. 15:51-52). 
Unbelievers will be left on earth and will the face the wrath of the tribulation. A seven-year 
tribulation that will commence with the signing of the peace treaty between the Anti-Christ and 
Israel. The tribulation will fulfill the “seventieth week” of Daniel (Dan. 9:27) where God will pour out 
his wrath for seven years. The tribulation will involve the whole world (Is. 34:2, Rev. 3:10) and will 
also involve Israel’s chastisement from God (Jer. 30:7). The tribulation’s main purposes will be to 
judge the remaining people on earth (Rev 11:10) and prepare Israel for Her coming king (Mal 4:5-6).  
The Antichrist will rise to great power, and ultimately exercise world power (Dan. 7:7-8, 2 Thes. 2:3-4, 
Rev. 13:1-8). His reign will last forty-two months (Rev. 13:5) and for believers it will mark a period of 
severe persecution (Dan.7:21). During this second half of the “week”, (Dan. 7:25, 9:27, Rev. 12:14) the 
“great tribulation” will consist of God pouring out His wrath on the “man of sin” and all who follow 
him (2 Thes. 2:1-8, Matt. 24:21-22, Rev. 6:17). 

The Judgments & The Millennium 
 After the rapture, there will be judgments of both believers and unbelievers. Believers will be 
judged based on the quality of the believer’s work (Rom 14:10) and his use of his life to serve God 
(Matt 25:14-30). This judgment will burn up unapproved works and reward the approved works (1 
Cor. 3:10-15). All unbelievers will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15), 
which will occur after the second resurrection (Rev. 20:5). The judgment will be based on the 
unbeliever’s absence from the book of life (Rev 20:15) and will result in eternal damnation (Rev 
20:14). The Millennium, which will occur after the tribulation, will last for one thousand years. Christ 
will return at the second coming to set up his millennial kingdom (Jer. 23:5-8) and will rule as king 
with absolute authority (Zech. 14:17-19). The Millennium will be the ultimate fulfillment of the 
promises made to Israel. Israel will be restored to peace (Ezek. 34:27-31), inherit the land (Ezek. 
37:21-28) and be reunited with Judah. After these one thousand years are complete, Satan will be 
released and will gather the nations for one last battle. This army will be crushed by God as He 
intervenes and consumes Satan and his followers by fire (Rev. 20:1-9). God will then cast Satan and 
his angels into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:10).  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